[image: image4.png]¥ So, that's the context. There are two roads we can travel in life. Of
the two, the broad road is busier. “But the gate is small, and narrow

is the way that leads to life, and only a few find it. Beware of false

¥ Why would He say, “Beware of false prophets”? Because they/ll lead

04 down the Wrongroad. (They'l stand on the broad road with a

sign that says, “Come this way!”) The problem with false prophets is
they don’t wear a name tag that says, “I'm a false prophet.” Satan
makes his false ministers look as legitimate as possible. They don't
have horns and carry a pitchfork. They look like sheep (believers).

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing ...”

¥ Jesus says false prophets look like sheep! (They look like believers,
but on the inside, they're vicious wolves.) Paul says nearly the same

thing in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15. He says they.
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' How are you going to know which prophets are real and which are
false? “You'll know them by their fruit.” (You can fake a smile, and
You can temporarily control your conduct, but you can't fake fruit.)

“True prophets produce good fruit, false prophets produce rotten fruit. Every
prophet that produces rotten fruit is hewn down and gast into the fire.”

0, where do false prophets go when they die? To hell. These false
prophets might fool people, but they can't fool God. (He knows who
belongs to Him and who doesn't )

' Now pull out that second rule of interpretation. “Ask yourself who is
speaking? Who are they speaking to? And who are they speaking
about?” Clearly, Jesus is speaking. He's speaking TO His disciples,

'ABOUT false prophets. (That brings us to our scary verse.)

' Notice, Jesus hasn't mentioned Christians anywhere in the context.
(Remember when I talked to you about exegesis and eisegesis?
Exegesis is “bringing out” of the passage what's actually written
there. Eisegesis is “reading into” the passage what’s NOT there.)

¥ Atthis point, a lot of people grab “Christians” out of the ozone and
cram them down onto the passage. (Like we're the ones that Jesus is
talking about.) You can't do that. Jesus hasn't mentioned Christians.
He's only mentioned false prophets. (He doesn't change subjects.)

¥ The scary things He says aren't directed at Christians (who have
served God all their lives). In context, He's stil talking about false
prophets.

¥ Who are these “false prophets”? They're the “prophets” of false
religions that name the name of Christ but serve a “different Jesus".

Cor 11:4, 13-15 — W anyone comes ESGENTEABRERSARIESE whom we

have not preached ...” (Notice, they are preaching Jesus, but it's a

different Jesus!)

¥ He could be referring to the JW's who preach a different Jesus. (John
1:1- “In the beginning was the Word, and the word was with God,
and the Word was a [small ‘¢'] god.” (New World Translation)

¥ Or Mormons who believe that Jesus was the “spirit child” of the
Heavenly Father and the Heavenly Mother, and the spirit brother of
Lucifer. Or He could be referring to New Agers who speak of the
“Christ principle”, but their Christ is not our Christ. To them, “Christ”
is one of the ascended masters. (All of those groups preach “a
different Jesus”.) Their “prophets” aren't saved. They're the same
ones that Paul warned us about, calling them “Satan's ministers”.

“True prophets produce good fruit, false prophets produce rotten fruit.
Every prophet that produces rotten fruit is hewn down and cast into the
fire.” (He doesn’t change subjects here. He's still talking about these
false prophets. Keep reading)

“Not everyone who says, ‘Lord, Lord,” will end up going to Heaven, but
only he who does the will of my Father who is in Heaven.” (False
prophets say, “Lord, Lord"? Yes! Remember they look like sheep! They
give Him lip service. But that’s not enough! You've got to actually know
Him!)
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Years ago, a well-known minister released a teaching series entitled,
“You Know God, But Does God Know You?” (It was built on the
passage we’re looking at.) The premise was: You might know God
while you’re here on earth. But one day, you might stand before
Him, and be shocked to find out that He never knew you.

But, according to this Scripture, that’s impossible. If you know God,
He does know you!

Because you’re His, you love Him, and you know Him, He could never
declare, “I never knew you”.

Conversely, when He said, “l never knew you” to these people in
Matthew 7, He must have been saying, “You were never Mine, you
never loved Me, and you never knew Me”. (No wonder He says,
“Depart from Me”.)

These aren’t Christians that wind up in hell. They’re false prophets
who were never saved and are therefore lost.

Don’t misunderstand me. There are “church people” that think
they’re going to Heaven “because they’re a good person”. Or
because they’re “a church attender”. Or “their good works outweigh
their bad”. They will be shocked on that day to find out that they’re
not getting into Heaven. But it will be because they were never born
again.

This passage is not referring to people who were born again and
followed Christ to the best of their ability. It’s referring to false
prophets, who preached a false Jesus, and did false miracles. Jesus
never knew them because they followed another Jesus.
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Lord, Lord, haven’t we prophesied in your name?" (Doesn’t it make
sense that a false prophet would prophesy?) “.. and in your name cast
out devils, and done many wonderful works?”

v’ False prophets do have wonderful works! (Mt. 24:24 says they do
“mega signs and wonders”). The New Age movement has holistic
healings. They have all kinds of spiritual phenomena, but they’re
false.

“... and then | will profess to them, l knew you’, depart from me,
you that work iniquity.”

I Never Knew You ...

v' Here’s where “reading the words” is necessary. (Another rule of
interpretation.) Jesus didn’t say, “l once knew you, but you lost your
salvation”. He said, “l never (at any point) knew you”.

v" When He says, “I never knew you”, He’s not referring to people (like
us), who received Jesus, served Him all their lives —then somehow
when they stood before Him, were ultimately rejected and sent to

hell! No! He’s talking to false prophets who :I‘c

Who Does Jesus Know?

v’ If Jesus doesn’t know this group, it’s safe to say there must be a
group of people somewhere that He does know. So, who does the
Lord say He knows?

a.) Jesus Knows Those That Are His — (2 Tim. 2:19)
v" How do you get to be His? Accept Christ. If you gave your life to

Him, you can be sure that He received you (John 6:37). So, if you
accepted Christ, you're His.

b.) Jesus Knows Those That Love Him — (2 Cor. 8:3)

08 — A DISTURBING PASSAGE: “I Never Knew You”

Matt. 7:21-23 — “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will end up
in Heaven. Only he who does the will of my Father which is in heaven.
Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
your name? and in your name cast out devils? and in your name done
many wonderful works? And then will | profess unto them, | never knew
you: depart from me, you that work iniquity.”

Rules of Interpretation:

v" When you’re reading the Bible, you need to be careful to interpret it
properly. (We’ll do a whole series on this, but the two most basic
rules of interpretation are ...)

1.) Keep it in Context — If you pull verses out of context, you can make
the Bible say literally anything! (Zech. 2:6 KJV, 1 Cor. 11:34).

2.) Ask Yourself: Who is speaking? Who are they speaking to/about?

v' The Context: Up to now, He’s been speaking privately to His
disciples. Halfway through chapter 7, the multitude finds Him, and
He switches to a simple salvation message.

Matt. 7:13-14 - “Heaven can be entered only through the narrow gate.

The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide enough for the
multitudes who choose its easy way.” (TLB)

v' That’s simple salvation. There are lots of ways to wind up in hell, but
there’s only one way to Heaven. (What'’s the way to Heaven? Jesus!
He is the narrow way. Everything else leads to destruction.)




